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TO THE READER. »- F| 


WE: the Children of Iſrael departed ont of 
Þ -: Egypt, they met with many ſad diffiewls 
ties in their way , beforg they entered imtd#hþs 
land of Canaan; they had tbe Red Sea before 
them, the Armies of the Egyptians behind, and 
Rocks upon every hand, thus they were in very 
|] evil caſe, and when the Lord bad manifeſted bis 
| power and goodneſs, in pathing a way for them an 
f the face of the deeps, ſo that bis Redeemed did 
walk, thorow as npon dry land, even then, theix 
troubles were not ended, for their faith had preat 
| tryals in the Wilderneſs, where they wandered 
fourty years; ſometimes fleeing before ber enemes ;. 
ſometimes wanting Water , ſometimes bungry, 
ſometimes ſting*d with Serpents ; . yea, and it 

| #fter they were at the very border of the laud of 

| Promiſe; ſo that they met with many affliding diſ= 

| penſations in their way , yea and at laſt there is a 
raging Fordan, when. they are at the very entry. - 
mnto that Land mberein they were to reſt : And 
us very clear that Egypt was a Figure of that ſpi= 
ritual bondage wherein we are by nature under the 
oppreſſion of the gre: Pharach- Satan and ſin, 
whereuntc even the E!C are ſervants before Con= 
verfion; and the plcc rhereunto they went, Vit. 
Canaan, which was a type of Heaven, whereunto. 

_ A 2 Believers. 
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To the Reader. 
and-whetein they are to +;* and 
therefore by the long weariſome journey thorow the 
_ waſt bowing Wilderteſs ,, and the mmny difficul- 
ties wherewith they did met in their march to Ca- 


man; alt \fradow forth theſe many ſad. and af- 


wer of Stan umo God, till the day of tb:ir paſſing 
#Yhe miſertes of time, and entering into that 


| _ Who on@bleſſed Refhthat waiteth for the perple 
3% $f Bag here Cana war bt fie 


Ay fed Neat! 3tturned'to that Tot tborow 


7 


3b red 1hen} by'day, and the pillar of fire to lead 


them in the 'dark night, and-inolining then to fols 
tow the [ime ; fo. fs ſhall: Believers come to.that 


2 thYbofs tw pheoicns jillars of . big mord and 
Prodidence\ Chant which theres fo facet © com 
cord ard-ſopleiſunt a barmony ) to dircf our way; 


E CIMman1 7 beforeas, therefore we cont not to be 
Army thous) we be ſometiones walking 314, the deep ff 
myÞmiry Cliy -" the eſt that 4s-before ws will (fe | 


Rube "ap all veeh 1 oſſes and putnst 7 wool; 


fl 
in thieber therefore let m#innot give roay tn finkange | 


ef beart,which nix ry occaſion wear ying int be mewy, 
rs good taking a view of 1he1:nd that is afar off 
that ſo-by lnnkgrg beyond the things that are ſeem bes. 
ing temporal nnto thethings that areuvt ſeen, beiny 
_ ſpiritual 


þ 4s pcriſations and arfappoilimtments there. » 
RD Be/Avers art exertiſe, from the dey. of their | 


poo ws vf God, fordingthepill ar.of the doud | 


DAR eff thorow't he grodneſy of ame God, wh - | 


To the Reader. 
| ftirite1l and eternal, we may eſteem our afflictions. 
| light and of ſhort continuance, being delighted with 
' the forehand conceptions of that far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weizht of glory, and may be en- 
courage thereby to indure unto the end and be ſa= 
ved, ſurely there” s good ground ſo td do, ſeeing that 
\ there can no ſader diſpenſation befall the Church, 
| then that wcb the cloud of witneſſes have travelled 
thorow, Heb. 11. and we are commanded to walk, 
by tbe foot fteps of the flock in dayes of tribulation 
and aftoniſhment, and it is moſt ſafe for ws ſa to do, 
and to make our bieſſed Lord Feſus onr hiding place 
from the wind, ſtorm, rain and tempeſt, l(a. 32. 2. 
| for be hath a real fellow feeling and fimpathy with 
bis people, and hath learned from his own bitter 
ſufferings to ſuccour themthat are tempted,Heb.2. 
18. and alſo there is ſome comfortable diſpenſations 
alſo wherewith the Lord refreſheth weary Iſrael, 
I ibere's a path thorow the Red Sea; there's a bra- 
ſen Serpent to cure the ſtings of the fiery Serpent in 
the Deſart ; there's en Elim as well as a Marah, 
Numb. 33. 9. where are twelve fiuntaines of 
| Water; and threeſcore and ten Palm Trees, where? 
} weary- Iſrael may be refreſhed , the Lord detleth 
aot with his people as if they were briers and 
thornes- ranked in his way, Ilſa.27, 4. but as 
with biz Vineyard, Verl. $. contending in mea= 
ſwe there, for rem weing corrapt- buddings forth ;, 
fexing his North wind inthe day of bis Eaſt wind, 
bw breathings be giveth hiepeople, ſome fair blinks 
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6-5 af To the Reader, "IJ 
| After tempeſtu2us ftorms ; ſo much the Scripture al 
{ -" loweth bis people to look, for ; and that which fol. . 


: , b "A 


loweth 4vih tend ſomewbat to tbe encouragement | 
of the Lords p.opl: to look for bis goodneſs, as v0 
this.in tve land of the living. Times and ſeaſons 

are known t9 our God, and we are only to luok to 
his werd as our rule, and to adinit of no comfort +. 
nar cumforter bat is according unt» this unerring | 
rule, VIT. the Scriptures, This Sermin going b 
abroad thorow many bmds , cannot be ex< 
pefted to be ſo full a it bath been at thefirft, |. 
yet nothing is .rendered here, bat what Ws - law 
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then delivered ; there may alſ1 be found di. 
vers Erratas, and f*fidly ſom? Tautologies + 
which mzy be eafily beiped if the Author |Bat 
ſhall upon notice , or © fiaht hereof be |,-. 
perſwaded to reviſe it himſelf, in the |, 
mem time , let the Diſcreet Reader |; 
amend , or candidly pay. over what iſ 
be finds not . ſo diſtixG, ..or ſunding Tk. 
fo. well: s in another c:jſe might te, . 
expcaed ; Farewell. Gl 


EY Ow 


L 


DR > 
1A Comforting Farewell Word to the 
[Lords Trembling Hearted People, 
1 ar the removal ofthe Cloud of 
|: His Glory from the San&uary, 
as 2 preſent Corgial againſt 

their Hearr- faintings. 


» "2 —_—  —_— 


| Text JO HN, 16. 22. 
But 1 will ſce you agzen , and your Heart 


% 


{ſhall rejoyce. _ 


48? 


LO, E a!lthe people that ace in the 
1 $} VVo.aT» the people of the Lord 
7” '( whib have dedicated and given aw2 7 
i; .* +. th:mſelves co him ) have mot, y>: 
td only reaſons to be joyfull in their blefſ2” 
Itic v.,.anJ there are. none thar have ſolid 
Found of conſolation , bur they - alone ; tor 
Wbzic'chey have their times of heavineſs , 
Fhza need requices, they, and only they, hav? 
Allo that which may hear up their ſSirits nod 0 

Its heavy preſſures of ſuch ſad and bitter D'ſ- 
tenſations;and howbeit their log may Be 0 At 
* for a tine, and wich ins Church, Loans tr, 
-[645-to interline this mela”c10!ious 1evitate 
| AS B CO -* 


— 


on amoriy yhe. reſt of theje {2:4 Gon 


Fron: above hath he ſewt-a 
end it prevaileth againſt © 75 y 
my tranſgreſſions is bpund by his hand; : thiy: ay 
 wreathed, and comethp upou my neck;; tbe bat 
made my. ſtrength to fail , the Lord bath deli? 
wered.me into their hands , from whom 1 am na 
. able foriſe up | Yea although. Zron ſhould be 
wade to Spread forth her hands , Ver. 7. and 
| ſay, Nowhave I none to comfort me , for the| 
. Zard bath commanded concerning hrs people y| 


that their enemies ſhould be round aboutt "of 


* 


6 3 


Yer even then have they reaſon to rejoice in} 
the Lord; yea, howbeit that alſo be enroll 
among their bitter Lamentations ,' which'the| 
Church hath, Lament. 2. 5. and Per, 7, 8.1 
where ſorrowful Z;oz bemoaneth th$; 
Lord bath encreaſed in the Daughters 
mournus awd lamentation , and bat 


the Lord hath purpoſed 8n his heart , to deftriy} 
the wall ,or, defence of the Daughter of Zioh'yþ 
having covered her with a cloud in bis angtt's| 
Ver. 2. Which may cauſe pain in her inward; 
parts , makins her cry out as one thar js af | 
| ſpent in a deadly Conſumption ; Meine gi | ; 
' failmith tears, my bones are tronbled, my liver J 
| * {5 


(3 


:F & powred ont upon the Earth , for the deſtr7! - 
7 ewof the Daughter of my people : Yea thoug!? 
ſhe be negeſſicated , Chap. 5.9. to ſeth, her 
| bread with the peril of her life , becauſe of the 
ſword of the wilderneſs ; And the Women and 
Pic are raviſhed ww the Cities of Judah, 


Which is not one of the ſmalleſt mileries ac- 
.companying a lot of perſecution ; Yea hows 
beit Her Princes be hanged »p by the hands of 
ber Enernies, Chap. 5. 12. ( Sothat it would 
ſeem that all hope were gone ) yet among all 
:theſe anxious perplexities, ſhe may con- 
4 clude, Chaps 3.24. The Lord ts my portion , 
Faith my ſoul, therefore will I hope in him; For 
t 15 good that a man ( even in fuch a ſad per- 
plexed condition ) both hope, truſt, and qui- 
.etly wait for the ſalvation of his God ; For 
| though he be a little angry, anc therefore caun 
Jſeth grief, Ver. 31, 32. Yet wil he have com- 
/ | paſſton according to the maititude of his mercies. 
1c 15 favled of a kind of Sea Creatures, that 
when tie weather is fair, they weep, becauſe 
 thac aiter a blin' ttere will be a Rorm ; but 
A rejoyce n':en it is tempeſtnons, becauſe t'1at 
after f::! towr blaſts, there will be a fair day : 
| ſhall nor fay vhar truck is in this Fable , ye: 
| hath a g00« morality to the people of God; 
For howbeit riiey may have a whale wight of 
\weping , ( throv3h manitold aflitions ) yet 
|. Joy cometh ta them in tle morning 5; And how- 
B 2 Lei. 
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beit they may carry our the precious ſeed of 
ther ſupplicars ns monrningly,yet ſhall they re- 
rurn rejoyci:g,bearing the precious (heaves of the 
rcturs of their ſupplications with them. SO That 
chey have reaſon, when among the molt tem- 


peſtuous. and toffing waves of manitold tribu- . 


jations, to rejoyce ; and have molt ſolid 
groune! ef gladneſs of heart , even when their 
eMiQion is 1a0lt Licter, \Ve need no further 
>roof Of this, than the words which now we 
ave read unto you. The Diiciples of Chriſt 
were in mott ſae .fliciions, and had great 
ſorrow of heart ; and no wonder ; for their 
cear Lord was to be taken from them, and 
ſain ; yet even in that non-ſuch condition of 
ſorrow , did the Lord propoſe this ground of 
ercouragement to them. What ſadder and 
more bitter caſe could chey be in than this ? 
their dear Mailer was to be murthered and 


flain , and the heunr. was very near, which. 


heightned their ſorrow and bitterneſs; yet the 
Lord doth encourage them againſt that non- 
ſuch affli tion;Yec now therefore have ſorrow,but 
1 will ſee you again, aud your heart ſhall rejoyce. 


E ſhall give you a ſhort hint of the meaning . 


of the words, and ſo draw forth the particu- 
Jars therein contained, whence we ſhall draw 
ſome points of Do&rine, 

Explication, Ye now therefore have ſorrow. 


"This therefore hatha particular reference to 


what 


F.4 


| 


SP, 

what he had ſpoken _ erning his approach- 

ing ſuferings and departure ; vur etpecially 
| they are to be referie to verſe. 22, where. he 
' ſers down their condition by way of tmili» 
-rude, taken from the ſore pains of a womanin 
| Travail, when her. hou; 1s come, ſte hath rhe: 
; more ſorrow and bitterneſs than formerly , be- 
| cauſe the hour of her Fains and fore Labour 1& 
come ; and this is your condition, I have told 
you tha: L am now (ſho:t] to (uffer, and thar 
this night I am to be caken from you, and be- 


d c>1ſe this is the time wherein w2 muſt parr, 


(my Ciption ana Death being nec ) there- 
fore now ye have great ſorrow. Yet be nor 
t00 Sore call down, and Diſco:tolate, for , 

1 will [ee you again: neuthzr the Croſs, the 
Grave, the Tomb-ſtone laid upon me, the 
| Guards and Bands of men , nor your Scatte- 

ring and Baniſhment ſhall keep us at dillance, 
we will meet again, for Ile rife from the 
De2d, and we ſhall ſee one another , which 
hull bring great matter of joy unto you; your 
Heart ſhall rejoyce , your { now ) diſcouraged 
|hearts ſhall then dance and leap for joy with- 

Inyou , When I ſhall ſee you again; your 
bezrt ſhall bear within you ſoc joy and, 
oladneſs when you ſhall ſee ſo unlike and 
iſo 'anprobable a Reſurrection , theſe dif- 
courag2d fainting hearrs of yours, {h-l! then 
be ſivallowed up , and filled with excee-. ing * 


« Brea: 


(6) 
oreat, ſurprizing, overcoming, and uncredible 
joy. Now for the divifion of the words, you 
ſee thar the whole verſe contains, firſt the ſad 


caſe of Chriſts Diſciples, becauſe that now the - 
hour was come wherein he was to be taken * 


fromrhem; in this phraſe, Ye now therefore 
have ſorrow. Secondly, there 1s the Enconrage- 
went Chriſt gives them againſt their Hearc- 
fainting, and ſorrow of Soul, viz, the aſurazce 
of is return unto them, and the great joy of 
hart they then ſhouid have , all which 
joy ye have inthis phraſe------ But Z will ſee 
you again, and your Heart ſhall rejoye. 


VVe had occaſion the laſt Loras day in 


another Congregation In this City, to ſpeak 


ſomewhat from the firlt part 'of the verſe, | 
and encred alſo to ſpeak upon the encou- * 


ragement given to them by Cht:iit ; and we 
ſhall notar preſent ſpeak of any thing which 
we then touched , ſave in ſo farr as may lead 
us rothat which we are now to ſpeak unto 
you; and this being your preſent condition 
{with all the forrowfull people of God) 
we ſhall rouch che ſame a little at preſent, 
The firſt thirg we noted was from Chriſts 


d:ftinct up-rcking of their caſe , comparirg it . 


with verſe 5, 6. where they were ſo damped 
With ſorrow that they could not inquire 
where he w:5 £ning, yet borh there and here, 
_ hedid take up cheir caſe diſtinly, whence we 


obſerycd. I, Obf. | 


4 


(7) 

T1. Obſ. That Jeſus Chriſt is more diftintt 
ly raking up the perplexed condition o 
his diſcouraged people, than they themſ"lves 
can be. And this we noted, for tie encou- 


 *[ravement of ſuch of the Lords people , as are 


- 


of:en-times ſo filled with perplexicies, that 
they neither know where to find themſelves, 
nor can make their ſad condition known unto 
others. 

2. Obſ. Secondly, We noted from tlie 
ground. of their ſorrow , whicl: was Curilts 

epartufe, That ſometimes the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt may leave and depart from his peo- 
ple, as to the ſenſible erfoyment of him. 

' 3. Obf. Thirdiy, From the imprefſion of 
ſorrow was in their hearts at Chriits 

| departure , we obſerved , That there is no- 
" | thing ſo bitter to the ſpirits of the Loras peo- 
ple, as his withdrawment; Their hearts were 
filled with ſorrow. All theſe Particulars were 
ſpoken unto at ſome con(iderable length, 

And then, from the cauſe of the encreaſe 
of their ſorrow, which was the near approach 
of his departure ( the hour was now come , 
and therefore they were filled with ſorrow ) 
we obſerved, 4ly. 

4. Obſ. That the nearer the hour of C hrifts 
departure approacheth , the hearts of his friends 
are the more filled with ſorrow and bitterneſs. 


This we cleared from-the frame and diſpo- 
B 4 | (1tion 


þ 


(9) 
fition of the Apoſtles , their hearts were filled 
with.ſorraw, as you ſee verſe 5 becaufe that 
ow the hour was eome that he was to be taken a+ 
way from them, From this point ( When we 
had cleared it at length ) we cock occaſion to- 


reprove three ſorts of people , making ic ap-_ 


plicable to our preſent condition, 
And firlt, from the point we reproved thoſe 


[fit are neyer troubled for any alcerations. 


ca come upon the matrers of God, although 
juch things fall our as prognoſticate Chrilts 
ciepaſture, yet are never moved, but will cell 
\ou, cs all one whether Presbyterianiſm or 
P:elacie prevail , provided we be till Pro- 
_ rellants ;. and it changes and alterations come 


ro a greuter heighth , they will not trouble 


theinfel7cs fr that neither, but will cell you, 
3r 15 all one whether Prelacte or Popery pre- 
val. previded we be ill Chiiftians ; ate not 
Papults Chriſtians ? ſurely the D: ſciples of the 
Lord were not ſuch, their hear: was filled 
with more {orrowv as they ſ:W the evidences 
of Rs goirg away. Ye ſee to what this Regi- 
oO1 has rurne 1! al-eadyy and therefore you that 
are inciffererc people , when a ſh3king com- 


meth 6n ihe houſe of God ( apprehendivg ro 


earger, alttoroh tlieſe things prognoſticie 
Chitits departure ) rhe point t<lls you that 
you have reaſons to goubt whether you 
hive ny intereſt or part in the rich loading 

which 
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4 
winch 1s 1n Chriſts ſhip of Goſpel O-oinances 
amonglt us, the nearer the time be of Ch riſts 
depariare, the mere are the hearts of his peojle 
fl 'd with Ur Y aw. 

Secondly We reproved roſe from the pointy 

FO tougA they Pt CLemut tome interelt inthe 
ric: Joading 65-Chrilts: $: up, and 0:40 Ew 
treaſure 3:5 LICTE in » YET THC nearts are nut 
INN - with toc dreadfull evidencess 07 
Chrilts ceparture ; they never chance their 
Ciear , nvr or keep @ 2o0and off their apparel 
for all :!:e ſad EVidences tat are amonatt us 

of Cliritts c c, CPArture , and gOIRs away , Lut 
are as P: -ond, and a Tack ſtirred? Þ now to 
paſſion and. anzer , and are as vain as when 
tiere was not ſo crea2full lions of his ar- 
proachirrs departure ; ſurely UC POINT re- 
pPLoVes (ic a. 

The third ſort reproveable from. this powr, 
were {hoſe that are not only inc}tterent for ail 
that is come on the work ard people of God, 
as the evidences of Chrilis departure ; Þut al-' 
ſo are debauchiog and d:inking away digs 
Spitits, not remet;b.irg the zMictions of * 
feph: the Lords people are not ſuch, t chk 
hearts are ſorrowfull yinen they ſee Chit: 
depariing. 

The next uſe her2 was of Encourag2- 
ment ro thee who xe now mourning for all 


the aMiCions of Joſeph they are in their dry, 
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(10) 
and ſhall rejoyce with Jeruſalem , When the 
Lord ſhall puc on the beautifull garments of 
joy and praiſe upon her again. 

Then we came to the ſecond part of the 
Fext, which is the Encouragement he gives 


them for holding up their fainting and dif. 


couraged hearts that were filled with ſorrow, 
becauſe of his approaching departure, in theſe 


wofds; But 1 will ſee you again, and your 


Heart ſhall rejoyco, & 6. 
VVherein ficlit we noted his ſcope and aim, 


which was, to have their fainting Hearts com. 
ſorted, for which cauſe he applyed this pre. -- 


clous Cordial. 2. There is the Cordial ic 
felf, viz. the aſſured , and not to be doubted 
Promiſe of his return, 3. The time when he 
<:d apply this Cord1a), viz. when they were to 
meet with the Storm, and before they entred 
Into the heat of the Furnace, which Cordial, 
or Encouragement, is drawn from that which 


afterward they were to receive , Which was a . 


joyous ourgate. 4. There 1s the bleſſed con- 
fequence and effe&t of this in this phraſe , and 
your Heart ſhall rejoyce. Lallly, there is the 
firmneſs and ability of their conſolation and 
JOy they would have at his return 5 Tour jop 
(ſhall ro man take from.you , thovgh they clip 
the wings of your joy now, yer ſhall they not 
92 3t dane at that day. 


F:om the fi: of theſe we obſcryed, 
| Fo O5(- 


(ir)* 

5. Obſ. That whatſoever be the Perplexitier 
| of bis peoples Spirits at bis mithdrawment, yet Fs 

x his defrire that they: be comforted ; this 18 his 
am, while hz cells them he will (ce them a- 
oain ; and laflly we lefc ar this note from the 
Encouragement tt ſelt. 

. 6. Obſ That no Storms can be {5 permanent or 
tempeſtuons, as that it can be able to keep the 
| Lord and his people aſunder , he will ſee them 
Ys a;n; this point we cleared from divers con- - 

Nererioine: char in ſpite of the molt telling . 
ind:tempeſtuous blaſts , be'l ſee or vice his 
people again; from this point we. drew firft 
[an uſe of reproof, | 

8. Hfe. To all thoſe who when the 
Church is low , turn their back upon her, 
25 If Chriſt and She would never meet a- 
em ; they evidence much Frith!lcſsneſs was 
do ſa. 

2, ſe. Secondly , w2 deduced from the 
point an uſe of Encour:gement unto the peo- 
ple of GoJ, applying it to the preſent di4reſs 
now upon the-Church : Chriit 18 now goirg 
#2y, birifany would inquire what of the 
veht , the anſwer is , as our night approach- 
th, ſo alſothe mornivg ; Chriit will ſez us 
nin thac dwell in Scotland. 

Theſe things w2 chovght fit to name, 
lingeing your hour of ſorrow ,. becauſe of 
Cho: 
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(12) 
Chrifts approaching departure : But we ſhall 
dwell no longer at preſent upon what we 
then ſpake, buc ſhall now come to that which 
we have further from the Lord to ſay unto - 
you at preſent. 

Ard fo now we come £0 another Doarine 
ſrom this Enconragement the Lord grves his 
Diſciples, Ye have ſorrow now becarfe the hour 
75 come , but I give this unto you, to hold up 
vour hearts aganit your preſent diſcourage- 
ment, 4 will fee you again, Whence ob- 
ſerves, 

" Ob. xy. That the aſſurance of Chriſts re- 
urn, 1s the only Cordial apgairſt the heert-faint- 
a»gs of the ſorrow;ull Souls of his prople at hu 
departzre, You fee this point clear from the 
weres, his Diſciples hearts were tilled with 
15r:ow , ard they bad good reaſon ſo to be, 
hey vere to want their dear Maſter , who 
Wert ay :ierween them and the ſtorm, and 
ne cave them this, as the molt choice and on- 
ly tt fictent Cordial, again;t their hearc-!ain'- 
ings, {willſ-e 04 again, TI am row cobe | 
taken away from you , I am within a lictle to# 
te oftered up, and my departure is at hand, 
( tor Fad .s , that falſe hearted ſeemins friend, 
is sone away from me, and hath renounced 
} 15 Miniſtry , asit he had been doins wrons 
all tre tie that he was foilowins my Call and 
Orcer ; and whereas |:e went frum me ale, 
: having 
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bavins no company ( but my curſe, and an e” 

vil conlcience in his bolume ) he 1s return-. 
ins again with companies and trovps at his 
back ouarding him. But he 1s never a hair the 

honeſt -r man for all that lie as gotten to back 

| him, tor he has betrayed me uniotuiem, and 

| has told them that l.e will proteſs kindnets and 

*{riendſ{hip to me , till be cet che black intent 

of his heart accompliſhed , yerhe hath given 
them ſecrec acvice to hold me faſt , that ] ne- 

ver wen out of tÞeir gripes a:ain) and your 
hearts are forrowiul becauſe ye ſee tie tm? 

| draw near, and your hour 1s come ; but I 

give unto you ( my fainting friends) this 

choice Cordial, as ſufficient to revive an. 

> [hold up your diicouraced hearts, [ will ſee 

1 |-you agarn. I ſhall propoſe ſome Conſidera> 

, | tons to inake the truth of this Point appear ; 
) | And, | 

| Conf, 1. Firit, It will be clear if you conſi- 
- | derthe ground and cauſe of their ſorrow ; for 
- | what was 1t tha: they were ſorrowful, bar be- 
e 4 Cale lie was going away ? Ard the thing did 
04] moſt imbitrer their ſpirics { as to this ) was: 
» | the near approach thereof, tle hour was 
, | come wherein he was to be taken avay {rom 
d | them; and if this had not been, they had not 
s | bad this ſorrow of ibort; © r where there 1s 
d | nocauſe., there car. :0!! Met: tnere- 
> | fore Chriſts g0155 + nl: cauſe 
1 oy 


(14) 

of their ſorrow ; his return again behoved to . |i3 
be molt , yea ſufhciently encouraging, and JU 
ſo the aflurance thereof the choiceit Cordi- | 
al acainſt the heart-faintings of ſorrowful | 
ſouls at his deparcure, le 

Conf. 2. Secondly , It will be clear alſo, 4 | 
if we conlider , That his recurn evidenceth 
his being pacified rowards his people. Ye |: 
know that his goins away ſpeaks out much 
anger , and the-moſt tender hearts of his peo- 
ple are moſt {enlible thereof, and that it is. hy £ 
not without great provocation he goes away, {la 
and are deeply affeted therewith ;5 and fo uþ 
muſt look upon his return as the cleareſt evi- -- [1s 
cence of his being pacified cowards them, and {Mut 
that his anger 1s turned away ; and what can boy 
be ſo refreſhing as that ? Ard the:efore,is |e 
there not ground toſay, Tat the aſſtrance that 
of Chriſts return is the cho;eeft ard »nly Cordial {Ar 
againſt the heari-faintings of ſorrowful Souls at an 
his departure ? [FE 

Conſe. 3. Thirdly, The hope the -cople of [two 
God have of being freed of many vreat mi- ſitter 
ſeries, and truſted with many choice »leffings, RON: 
when he retnrns, will clear this, Hoſea 9. 12. |itt 
Yea and woe alſo unto them when I depart from T 
therms. He had ſpoken of many other miſeries, &If- 
but he adds this as a non-ſuch and compleatins |vho 
milery ; Tea woe alſo nnto them when 1 depart t pt) 
from them, And ſo it may be turned over ul 
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(15) 
ozin ( at his recurn |) yea and all bleſſings 
;unto chem when I return unto them : and 
therefore in this reſpec the aſſurance of his 
return muſt be a ſufficient Cordial againſt the 
heart-faintinss of the ſorcowful ſouls of his 
|people at his withdrawment and going a- 

Way. 
fiſe 3. The firſt uſe here ( as of Tryal, ſo 
alſo ) is of Reproof to theſe who take nor 
this choice and only Cordial now whep Chritt 
seoing away : O- what inake ye your Cor- 
dial 2 ye ſee rhe aſſurance of Chills return 
s the cnly and choice Cordial ; therefore 
is this thy Cordial now, when the time of 
ear Lords withdrawment 1s at hand, and che 
tour of his departure draweth near ? whar- 
wer you make your Cordial, yer well I know, 
that the thing which holds up and revives the 
| [ffinting hearcs of his people, is the afſu- 
[ance of his return and ſeeing us again. 
| Bur more particularly 1 would ſfeak to 
two or three Cordials which ſome take unto 
ſthemſelves ar ſuch a time as thi;, which are 
lone of Ch:1(4s,but will prove poy ſonous Pills 
nthe end. 

The firit poyſonirg Cordial we name,, 1s 
&elf-quiet and preſervation ; chere are ſome 
who if they get preſervation to- themſelves, 
toives them Peace, and if they get any gain=- 
ful place, i gives them yer more peace, and 

quiets 


(16) 
quiets them, no:withſtanding their ſeeing 
Gods matters yo wrong ; O ! is this thy 
Cordial ? though chou 'e 2{t the deſolation 
of Zion, and thinkit her wronged, yet ſatiss 
fi 2{t au comfort it thy heart with thy Pre- 
ferment or Sl'-preſervation ? Q how d cad=-: 


ful a Cord:al 15 thar, and how rortoning a Pill” 


W114 1c prove / 

The ſecond Corc!:al is S.jſ-hiding z the: 
are ſome, who 1i they can couch do vn Bo 
tide themielvez, fitting in Hlence, when God. 
calls for a re{flimony at their hint, when all' 
are Apoſtatizing trom, hin : O how bitter a-* 


| 


Pill will char prove in the end ? and how well "ithe 
might chat word be appi;cd ro ſuch, which ' [ce 


the Lord ſpake ro another purpoſe, Micah: 
2Z«:1O- Ariſe 7c and depart > This ſhall not be 
your reſt, 1: {hill caſt you our, 


The thi:d woſul Cercial that 1s very full of | 
Poyſor, 15 Tipling and Drickirg ; there are 


ſome W.10 acknowledge chat Chriſt] is getting 


neſs Ly fone 7 yet boo not their enCou- 4 


£:0ement f:om the aſſurance of Chiiſts refute. 
1:9, viſiting, and feeiny us again, but go into- 
the Inn to their 4 hours, and there drink 


u72 their hearrs to a chearſul frame, I am. 


not ſpeaking here of thoſe ayominablz 30d 


at the afflictions of 7s ;ſeph, will drink over 


the 
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the ruine and deſtruction of the wark and 
| pcople of God in a cup of Wine ; dreadful 
thall- che doom and condemnation of theſe 
be from the Lord , their Judgment fleeps 
not, and therefore we will not deal with 
them, bur Jeave them to be taken ſevere 
courſe with to puipoſe, by ihe Lord, and to 
\(urfeit themfelves on their carnal delights, 
we leave them we ſay to the dreadful Ma- 
xfty of God, to take them in hits ov4n hand, 
- ith this certificate, that it (hall be a wonder 
-Jif ever the world ſee their repentance, for 
#their doom is ſer down ſa. 22, where you 
'Iſee from the 9th v, They hzd broken down 
; nd builded up ( at cheir pleaſure for Rrengehe 
* ning themſelves) without reſpe& to the 

maker thereof, bur they would not hear of 
| Grams to Gad, for _ 12. hen the Lord 
[Cog of hoſts called for faſting and weeping, to 
ard, rap jan /HH Pr ackeloth hg 
' Pthold joy and g/aancſs, killing of oxen, ſlay- 
ang of ſheep, eating of fleſh anl drinking of 
me: bur. ſee with wiat contempt of Gods 
fFommand in the mo::th of his ſervants, did 
[hy thus glut chemſelyes with ſenſuality ; 
It us eat and drink for to morrow we ſhall die; 
Fe Prophets rell us w- ſhould falt and weep, 
_ hat ? (houll we faſt and Weep now, when 
» ſe have made our ſelves Arong, and no arm 
0 hurt us ? when ſhould we feaſt and re- 


joyce 


(18) | 
Joyce if not now ? does the Propher ſay that ifd 
we ſhall die to morrow ? then Jer us hold of oh 
hearty houſe to day, Ler us eat and ar ink: for” Ion 
fo 9oryow we ſhall die ; and as their fin was. 

deſperate, ſo alſo was their Judgment fon, |, 
their contempr ; for the Prophet 7d, Je |, 
Was revealed in mine eares by the Lord of Hoſts, Var 
Surely ( or if 1 be to be rrulted who am che |, 
unchangeable God ) this iniquity ( thit 18 fo |, 
preſumptuouſly committed | ſþ.4/l nor be pur "Pas 
ged from ye till ye die; and ſo he ſubſcribes or 
their ſentence, Th ſaith the Lord God of hoftigggg, 
So I ſay, there is ground to afhrm, that it ſhall, |; 
be a wonder if ever the world ſhalt ſee your 114, 
repentan&e,(if there be any ſuch here)8 ſo we. 
leave you to the great & dreadful Gohto taks, 
you in his own hand, to rake order with you | 
to purpoſe, But the pzrſons I am ſpeaking, 
againſt here, are your 4 hour Profeffors; Who. 
wouldexpe& ſome part of comfort with.the 
Church of God, when ſhe (hall ſee youagay, |; 
when he ſhall vide Jacob's tents, and awe for 
mercy upon his dwelling places : and yet |yp, 
take all their up-chearing at the Wine or Ale- lil 
houſe z and ſeek not this precious Corda , r296 


' the aſſurance of Chriſts return, to hold up |? 


their hearts. Oh, oh, is it a tim? for you to |;.q 
doſo? if there bz any ſuch here, I ſay unto. 
you, believe it the form ſhall lay you by, and |, 


you ſhall not be invited to rejoyce with / = ror 


(19) 
ifdlem when Chriſt ſh21l ſee her again, and ſhall 
, love her the freſh ſweer mitk of pure Ordi- 
- [nance$ again ; for only they that movrn with 
- jter are invited to rejoyce with her, and they 
= [that ( So ) love her, will the Lord invite ro. 
| fuck (out of the breaſts of pure Goſpel-ordis 
- (tances ) the ſweet milk of Goſpel-conſolati- 
ons, wherewith he feedeth and nouriſheth 
[bis children when he ſees them again; and no 
\. part of thar Joy ſhall be unto you, bur ye ſhall 
row Worſe and worſe, ſor thoſ2 that profit 
*t by a tryal, they ſhall grow worſe, as Paul 
L \rich, 2 Tim. 2.13. Evil men ( as well as fe- 


> 


 Iduvcers) ſhall wax worſe ard worſe ; therefore 
-.|ll-of you try your ſelves what Cordials you 
[take,for the people of th Lords choiceſt Cor- 
{dal againſt their preſent heart-faintings, now 
|t Chriſts departure, is the aſſurance of his 
'[eturn, 
Obj. x. But 1 know ſome will be ready to 
» lobje& ar this, and ro ſays there is noground 
*orhink Chriſt is going away, and therefore 
© hat needs ſuch preſſing us to this only Cor- 
"dial? why may we not take our other encou- 
? [agements ? 
P| Arf. 1 ſhall ſay firſt in anſwer to this ob- 
® |xRion, T wiſh there were no ground to fear 
fl that Chriſt will go away : but I muſt alſo ſay, 
" [Fhar heart can he have to (tay amongſt us, and 
” ſtor retire himſelf ( for atime ) our of our 
fight ? 
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(20) for 
fight ? And 1s not his glory alretdy gone to (is 
the tops of the Monncains ? hbowbert we alſo jd 
hope thac ſome of his dear children ger a- jo 
far-off-look of him from thence. 5; 

Bur 1 ſhul ſpeak to four things that may: 
ſpeak our his gowg away, and that he can have. od 
no heart to ſtay amonglt us. | Wi 

Ev'dence 1. The firtevidence of his ap» Þan 
proaching departure 1s, thz many Proclamae PW 
tions of his mind as to this, he hath ſent forth. Pit 
bis faichful Mini{ters , piociaming this up-fel 
on the mountain of his viſible Church, thewfeli 
did foreſee this ftroak, and lifred up theirifie 
voice and cryed : and yet notwith(tanding, Þh, 
their giving fech allarms of the Lords depar- ld 
cure ( eſpecoully fince the dreadful ſtroak at;Þie 
Dunbar ) O how ſmall hath the ſucceſs been?.Þ 
for though indeed many have been converted} 
ſince that time, in mercy to their ſouls, yer:Pte, 
O how little reviving hath been upon the fc 
hearts of Profefiors ? few have been Rirred-ad 
up to more {ſeriouſneſs notwithRanding allepibc 
theſe allarms. Ir does not affright the 
| hearts of many that Chriit is going away, 
they'think If he will go away, who can hold fl 
him ? and if he will not (tay, who can help! 
2 hee'l rake his own will, and ſo their { 
moan is ended : and O how fad is it that 
they will neith:r take hold of him to keep 


's 


bim, nor will they put on a mourning robe |: 
for 


(27) - 
for him, and is there nor ground then to fea 
his 201Ng away,ſcein? ſo few care for his abi- 
rot : © 
{ding ? and what hearr can he have to ſtay a- 
nong(t us? 

Evid, 2yThe ſecond Evidence of his go- 
x 8 a Way io treacherous dealing with him, 
nd our unfathi:lneſs ro him , for, as a 
Yife treacherouſly deparreth from her Hus- 
.ihand, ſo have we departed from him ; and 
- five altogether loſt our credit at his hand, for 
+ tether Wor1, nor Write, nor Oath, nor Co- 
..Jenant will bind us. And when he can neicher 
iþclieve the word that we ſpeak, nor the oath 
riſe ſwear, what expeRation canghe have of 
o.W, that we will be ſervanrs unto him > we 
.. [id ſwear away our ſelves (to be a holy peo- 
1: unto him ) in our Covenant, and have we 
2:potbroken our Covenant ? and ſo ſaid ( upon 
diltematrer ) rhac we will not be a holy peo- 
le, and ſo have loſt all credir at his hand, 
je fd what heart can he have to tay among!t us? 
dad 1s there not ground to fear his going away 
l$hen he cannor believe the word that we 
heJſeak, nor the oath that we ſwear? 
y,| Evid. 3. Thethird evidence that we ſhall 
{d Jame that may give us ſad ground of fear that 
{1p will go away, is the tolleration of ungodli- 
jr ls and all fort of wickedneſs in the Land ; 
1ar-0d we need oe no farther than this the Mo- 
ep er CTicy of our Nation , which fendeth 
be | .--.-zorth 


for : 


(22) 
forth a dark ſmoak and cloud of profanityþ 
through all the Land. Theſe abominations,, 
take their beginning here, and doe over«; 
ſpread and defile the whole Land, Our heart| 
hath been like to bleed , when we have been f 
ſittins in ſome Lodging Houſes by the way 
{ide { as the Lord called us to be on our way )| 
in ſome parts of the Land , where we heardþ, 
numbers of Travellers , as they returned from, 
Edenbur gh ſinging over the moſt profane andþyy 
ungodly Songs tat could be deviſed, tending; 
only to the ſtirring up of corruption in all ung, 
regenerate and unmortified hearts who heghe 
the ſame ; gpd one of them ſaying to another jg,; 
Thr is the moſt common or chiefe{t Song that gy, 
ww 11 faſhion im Edenburgi,for, almoſt,thereil,, 
ng other Song to be heard inthe Streets. This sJy, 


knowntruch , and would not ſach abomin 
ble things , make Chriſtians ears. abhor t 
hear them, or a ſanctifed mind to record che; 
13me in memory , it neceſſity did not require, 
for reproving ſuci unfruicfull works of dark4y,; 
neſs ? Ye know that tiiis is no ſecret, fi 
have not moſt of your own ears heard theſg 
profane Songs, on your Streets Nigutly an 
Dayly , which is yet tollerated unto this dayy 
and never curbed or puniſhed by cheſe tha 
are in Authority; which ſpeaks out greating 
differency and want of zeal for our dear. 
Jeſus Chriſt > And © is it not ſad'o ſee 

Motheq 
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[Mother City , wherein righteouſneſs did 
I5,gwell, become ſich a Motherof prophanity 
T=\and ungodlineſs ? And may not all this give 
At}zs 00 ground t9 fear that our dear Lord Je- 
is is like to goe away and leave us> And be- 
fide chis , there hath been many other dread- 
abominations commitred (by night and 
ay ) which would make Chriftian ears abhor 
Mo hear, or tongues relate. O bur this is not 
Nil, will you bur hear a little farther, and we 
will tell yon of a greater abomination 
IMthan tis, though licele minded or laid to 
-Wheart by many? and that is the curnins over of 
T.;this holy Book into Stage-playes! What is the 
ly Bible but che Eternal Gods Love-letter 
"Mo his Church , wherein his mind is written 2 
SHYetis it turned over into Stage-playes : For 
WNwillyou bur walk down to the Nether- Bow , 
Und you ſhall there almoſt every night ſee 
0 Ome part thereof turn'd over into a Stage- 
play ; is not this a horrid blaſphemy ? Yet 
this is not done in a corner , they openly a- 
ow the ſame ; for while chey ſtand art the 
1g lſe-head , calling in Paſſengers , they pro- 
Mchme their wickedneſs, ſaying, Walk in 
IGentlemen-, walkin, and you ſhall ſee a 
Wyoice piece of Art, and wha: is this choice 
teceof Art 2 You ſhall fee Adam and Eve, 
JCam and Abe!, all walkins in a lively 
manner , to- ſee how they were _— 
re 


(44) | 
red naked , andthen deceived by the Serperg ſy 
and how Cazn flew Abel: Oh, Oh, was. it R 
not this began all our miſeries and woes , did 3 
not this begin all our ſorrow and lamencation, |,, 
and ſhall rthis be turned over into a Stage- 

play , and ſport , to make people laugh and, 
be merry? O that ſome would cauſeipleadþ; 
for their Mother, that that order, might beſy, 
taken with ſuch abominations, Theſe things b 
we could not but mention., being ſo abomis|g, 
nable in the ſight of God. And may not thi; 
ſay , that he can have little heart to {tay ah, 
monsft us , ſeeing we give o little efteem off 
his blefled Word , that you ſee there fs 
Sround t9 fear hisdeparture and going awayhy 


w_ 


from amongſt us ? ; 16 
_ Exid. 4. The fourth evidence of the[q, 
Lords departure { which we ſhalt name ) is|, 
the corrupting -of his Worſhip ,- and overs{q, 
turning the-comly order of his Houſe in a viehy, 
olentway ; the ſerttins up a few vain: ſell+j; 
ſeekins men over the _ Inheritance of. thejy 
Lord ; who have ( on the matter ) renouncÞ, 
ed their Minitters, as not. of God ; And-ith; 
ſuch men be fic for ruiins the houſe of Godyþy, 
let the Bible and unbiailed people of God beh,, 
Judge of the matter. This way was neverþ,, 
blefled of God in our land formerly, as to they 
converlion of ſouls; and muc'1 leſs is it to bp, 
now expected that he will bleſs the ane, _ 

Ws ow 


St On. _ 

» [how unbeſceming a ticle would Par! nave 
U thought it for him, if any had come £9 lutn and 
[called him, yorer Loraſhip, or, your Lnrdſhips 
\ [prace ! and how would he have abhorred h:1- 
(elf, if he had ſeen Pielats Mytre upon b1S oven 
Read, and their ſyd robe upon hiv, and {c m2 
dhhearing up his taile ! no ground inthe Bible 
Elfor this ; yet it is done. ( let this neither 
Sihhe looked upon a3 matter of Laughter co 
Plrangers, nor ofaffrightmernt to fiiends, being 
ISſhecellity conſtrains us to ſpeak of theſe things 
Shinto you.) Now may not all this give (ad 
OFround of fear, that the L- ri will co away and 
heave us, ſeeing li.ch abominations are ſer 
ay\up amongſt 115 ? 

] Uſe 2, Now we wot:!:1(1n the next place) 
Neldelire you chat a:ethe people of God to en- 
 Bfourage your ſeives in him: ye ſee(as we have 
ot* deared) That the aſſurance of Chriſts return, is 
Vie the cD:2ce &Fonly ſr "cent cordial FROTLIL the beart 

tuntings of the ſorrowfirl ſoles of bis people at 

hf departzre : O therefrre make uſe of this 
nc Þordial againſt che preſeat diſtrefs and fain- 
1-1 ings of your heart in this hour of affliction, 
WPecauſe of Chiilts departure ; ths 18 your 
Threſent conditio: , your hearts are forrowful 
"cauſe your dear Lord is now fhorrly to be 
teRken from you ; but let this ho!d up your 
| ve earts, He will fcc 5 27418 ; therefore we ſay 
akeuſe of this Cordial, fur you that are lus 
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b-? people have no leſs to hold up your fainting 

; diſcovraged hearts then his Diſciples gor, and | 
that is the affurance of his return; he will vilic | 
our Jand,and ſo fee us again. 

Obj:&, But ſome of the Lords atfrighted, 

tremoling-hearted people will here obje&,alas | 

that 15 the g1eat thing in queſtion ; and ye 
have ipoken fo much of his going away , that 
we catthardly think he will return tous a,aing 
and belides all, he hath not tyed himfelf to any 
particular Church,and therefore no particular 
Church can apply this promiſe to themſelves, | 
and ſo, what ground hath Scotland to apply: | 

this promiſe as a preſent cordial ? | 


Dr nn 


Uje 2. Though we have ſpuken much of his 
going, yet we havenot ſaid that he will not 
come again; and we ſpoke to ſomethings the 
laſt day , for making it appear that he will 
Come again, ha 


C As firſt, our faithful] Reformers Mr. Welſh, ; 


Mr. Wiſhart, Mr. Knox, Mr. Hamilton, & c.others: | 
aſſerted thac how be it Chriſtyſhall be crucihied 
:n Scotland, yet glorious ſhall his ReſurreCtion ſer; 
be; and may wenot make uſe of this as a Cor- hat! 
dial againſt our preſent heart-faintiugs ? | 


> }- 2. There are very many precius young. 
men Students of Divinity whom the Lord 
hath fitted as poliſhed ſhafts for che work of |y, 
the Goſpel, and of whom he hath never as yet |g 
made ule therein; and ſhall we think that rn 
EX wi 
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(27) 
will now lay them by, and uot umploy them in 
| his ſe. vice haveins been at great pains to fic 
| them for the ſame. 
| 3, A faithful ſervice of our Lord Jeſus 
, | Chriſt who hail this reftimony , that he feared 
; | God, did Jately amongtt us betore many thou= 
> [ſand witneſſes at his death openiy declare his 
: |confidence as to this, That how be it onr: 
» |doud may be long and dark, yet the Lord: 
7 {ſhall ſhine once more with the glorions light 
C [of his Goſpel upon theſe Lands, and (hall we 
2) [think that the Lord would have ſuffered his 
7; (faithful ſervant to have brought himſelfunder 
the imputation of a deceived Prophet at his: 
S jdeath , being info great a ftrait for him, 
© lit ned not hada mind to full] his (ervants 
e [WO:Ct1icensg us aTa ? 
Il |. And we {ay now wito you, that the Lord 
had never more preciotis People in Scotland, 
2 then he n2ath now, (thongh there be many - 
'S typocrites , ) neither hath ever had fo 
d tmavy faint Winifter's in a ſuffering rime for 
MN ſerving in £22 work of the Goſpel as now he 
= fath, chough chere be alio many that are un- 
tht; and we mutt clhink he will not Jay 
M8 . them altogether byas teieſs,but rather that he 
rd hath work for them 1d tnerefore we may 
ol ke this as a _$count of incouragement £0: 
= fnfirme our hope of his ſeeing us again, 
ll © 2 Objed, 
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Oljca, 2: But the Lord did caſt of the feven 
Churches of Afiz when in a very flouriſhing 
condition, and didnever vilit them again with 
the Goſpel; aid why then may henot alſo go 
away from us, and never return nor ſee us 
a2ain, 


AAnſ. There were never ſiich a formal mar- 


riage contract patſed betwixt God and the 
ſeven Churches of Alia, 1 their moſt louriſh- 
ing condition , as heath paſſed between God 
and Scotland; the Lord did formally and open- 
ly marry our Land unto himſelf , in the mar- 
riage contraCt of our-Covenant. Scotland hath 
this privilege beyond all the Nations or Chur- 
ches inthe World except the Jewes only ; our 
Landis long ago a married land unto the Lord, 
_.and (o there being a ſtanding marriage con- 
trait between God and our Land it our Cove- 
nat, we moſt conclude that how be it he go 
away, yet he will ſee us again, | 
ObjeF. 3. Bur here it is-objeted,our Cove- 


nant was not fo cleare a marriage contradt, for 4 


weheard no audible voice from Heaven at the 
making of it, as Abrahams heard at the making 
the Covenant with him, (for his ſeed) and 
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therefore ſeeing we hearu no voice, how ſhall |w 


we know whether he gave his conſent unto,or 
ſealed and ſubſcribed the ſame. ; 
| Anſ. We anſwer how be it audible voices 


be ceaſed, yet muſt we conclude that God 
WO ſpeaks 


q 
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29) 

ſpeaks as really Bo, from Heaven as he did 
E then, other wile the Church were 11 a worſe 
 , Condition now , then under the Law , which 
1 | cannot be granted; therefore if he made it 
> | appear by his wordand his providence ; we 
S, |,moſt conclide that he did really (tvicribe that 
marriage cont: aft; and this we {hail labour 
- | tomake appear ito you. 
: Fiſt, thatke cave Lis conſent unto, and 
= | ſubſcribed our C:enant as the marriage con- 
{ | tract between bin 314 oneLand ,, will appear 
- i fromthe frame © g. eat cendernels wa 1: 
- .\ the ſpiriez of his pe-ple at che makizig 05 44, 
1 | they were marrying away themſeives uuto 
'- | him, to bea holy people, and he did {et home 
r | a lively frarne of tenderneſs of ſpirit upon 
I, | them (which is well known to theſe did ſee it) 
- |25 a part of his ſealand ſubſcription to the 
2- | niarriage contract, and therefore we may con- | 
'0 | clude that he did own it as the marriage con- 

trat, and therefore that our Land is married 
e- | unto him. 
"Ir + Secondly, his ſubſcriping of the Covenant 
1e | as the marriage contratt between him and our 
18 | Land, will appear from his after carriage to 
id | his Church, in that he did attend the ſame 
ll -]-with bleſſed effefts ſuirable to a ſtanding mar- 
or | marriage relatfon ; for when our Fathers had 
married away our [ and unto him, he did be- 
fin to extend his husbandly care cowards h's 

C3 Church 
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Chirch therein, and to do the duties becom. | | 
wg ſich a married husband; for afcer the ſub. |. 
ſcribing the marriage contr at with our Land, | 
he took uP heuie therein, and began to beget 
Children by lis new married Church : for 
holding up his famiiy, 12 our Land, for it's, |. 
known that there were never fo many conver. 1 
ted and bornagzin, as were after the making | - 
of that Covei,z1t and Marriage contract, and | 1 
have we not eroud to take this, as his ſubs. | | 
ſcriptionto the Marriage catratt, and his for- | | 
ma} marrying our Land therein ? and may not | ; 
this aſſure vs that he will ſee us again ; ſeeing .- 
our Land 1s fo formally and clearly matrryed | 
unto him, therefore make uſe of this your. 
gordial againſt your heart-faintings, 

Objed. 4. But ſome affrighted heart will ob= 
ject and ſay, our Land hath rent the Marriage 
gontrat between God and us , and therefore }. 
weareno more a Married Land, baving given 
up with God,and therefore: have 10 groug 
encourage our ſelves from the hope of i 
ing us again. Mi 

£Anſ. In anſwer tothis, we Htopither der 
it tobe in the power ofany zow to » diſ221e 11 800 
make of none effe& that Marriage cortraty 
for it 1s with our Land, as with the-Hond ſer- F* 
vants after the year of Jubile 0- (ElE4(E; Jeſt 
know that the bond ſervant :nder tr- Law, |; 


- 


had his choice to ſtay with, or go 0 away _ | 
Is 


1) 

his Maſter when the years of jubile came; bue 
if the (ſervant (having in lis chunce to go or 
ſhy) did fay 1 detire to ferve my Maſter, for [ 
e | am well with him , therefore | will not g5 a- 

way from him , then he wa> brought unto the 
£door p[>:t, and his ear was nailed thereunto, af- 
IT ter :vhick rime, he had mever hverty thereaiter 
p | .to oJ away trom his Mclter, but behoved to 
1 | ſerve him for ever ; and if he did run away, 
- | then his Maſtes (having a more lat. right nm 
- | him then fo:meriy) might purtue aire; him 
© | and bring 1m Hack again. So 15 It with our 
s Land, our Fariers ſerved God a while , then 
1 
r 


M4 


the year of the Covenant waz as the year of 
Jubile, ror thenit was put in our Lanils choice 
| to Covenant with (ad marry themlelves 111= 
- | to) God, or not doit ; and becatie our Fa- 
e-| thers found that it was govd ſerving him, 
e +..therefore they would not go away from him, 
_Sgor.continue free as they were, but entere{ 

dp Covenant with him, to ve his (ervants 
ever, which was the nathng of our Laids 
Fto the: Lords poſt and wherein we were 
Fed to him for ever : So that huw bent our 
End hould go away from. him, yet now hath 
$4 mutual Covenant right In us, and may fol- 
JAow antbring us back again unto him. Aa 
# this ſubſcribing of the Covenant , as its ever- 
» |-3fting, anſwereth all orher doubts of mid, 
2.4 (or Our Fathers did not only Covenant an 
at 2 mar:y 


C42 
eenelves away unto Gud,but alſo and main- 
\2axthereprelſentative of his Church in Sect- 
i1:4, for 1t was ail everlaſting Covenant, never 
t» be forgotten 5 but chat our Land thould 
remain a married Land for ever, a' that from 
(eneration to Generation, he ſhould have a. | . 
Coiurenand people therein, to ſerveſaim; and | 
God did fttbicribe this Marriage contratt as 
everlaſting; for in evidence of bis ſubſcribing 
that marriage contract both, as to the matter, 
21d duration ther eof, he did take up houfe in | 
our Land, anddid begin to extend his Huf<: 
bandly care towards his Church, in providing ,|. 
for her, and begeting Children by her which 
cieares "that he did not only , ſubſcr1 be the 
Covenant, but alſo as it t> everlaſting. So that 
it is not 1n the power of any nw to make void 
or difanll thar contratt when fo perfected, 


Neicher have the Lords people who a:e chiet- 


ly intereſted given their co:1ſent to rie riveing | * 
of rhe Marriage contratt between Cul and, | 
our Land, it 1s againit theirheart , and how | 
ridicalous a thing would it be thought by a 41 
busband,is $15 wites fiiends who hail former y 

given the r conſent unto, and fubicribed the | 
Mattiavze contract )if they would come, aiter | © 
that he hath tater up bouſe a 1th her, contt» | © 
nued with her in a martied ſtare, and begotten |! 
Chiidren by her (I ay) if they weld come 


and rive t 1eir double of the contract , "_ hay 


they ; 


” 
& 


they would not have 2 ag to ſtand, would 

he ſtand to that ? would he fatishe their delire, 
- and pvt away his wife ( who delires not to 
leave him ) and ſcatter his family again, even 
afcer ſhe has broughe forth children to him ? 
ſurely not ; he would rather cover her faults, 
| as teing more concerned in her, than her 
friends are, and would keep houie with her :. 
and ſuch indeed is the caſe betwixt God and 
Scotlind, God hath taken up houſe with his 
Church jn our Land, and therefore he will not. 
— { fatisfie her former friends delire, in putting. 
away lis mariied wife, which 1s indeed the 

thing they aim at, for, though they ſay it is 
with ſomething 1 the contract they are dile 
ſati>aed ( as not drawn up according. to their 
minq ) yet indeed it is with the marriage that 
they are diſpleaſed, for their but holineſs. 
Whereunto the marriage contract obligeth, 
| and ſo the renting off their double of the: con» 
| traſt whereunto formerly they gave their cons 
| Teat, will not make him give up with. oue 
+ Land, and ſcatterhis family again. 

Likewiſe it will be clear from the ſecond. 
Palm, That the Lord will not give up with. 
Scctland, for there you will find the preſent. 
le of ou Land clearly (et down; for, there. 
Is plutting againſt the Lord and his anointed ; 
and it is not with the Heathe3s only, .that the 
Laxd is expoſtwating, but alſo he is : epzoving. 
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2 people who have formerly profeſſed ſervice 
co him, and that have been under bonds and . 
tyes unto him; for they ſay, Let ws break their » 
hands aſunder, and caſt their cords away from ns, 

:0w if they had been Heathens, then had they 

L zen under no bonds to him as they were; | 
yea, the phraſeis very emphatick, and very 

{ignificant, for they (ay, their bands, implying, 

that they would eſteem Gods bands to be no-. ) 
thing elſe but the bands and cords. of men | 
Thar wart them, therefore they fay, therr bands, 

whe: cas they ſhould ſay, hs bands, And then 
the Lora begins to plead Chritts right, and { 
ſhew :, that 1t 13 not by way of ſet tack for | 
fo 133y years, that Chriſt ſhould have theſe 
lad, but in pofletion are they givenunto 
finms; tor he ſaith, Ak of me, and Iſhall gry 
thee the Heatizen for thine inheritance, and the 
»3ttermojt parts of the earth for thy poſſe ſi m2 : Now 
"tis conciuded by all, that Sc:tland is the ut- 
germ it part, and corner of the world, and 
therefore it vas given to Criſt, and that not 
for a (et time of Jett, but as a ſure, and ever= 
lifting polediong ſo our Land being givento 


es 


©Chritt, an that as 31 inheritance and poſſell:- 
2, ( waereof the ſecond Pialm a11l 8, verſe 
is {js ſtanding Charter in the Bible ) we mui 
+26 think that he will quit his poſſeiſion, but 
witl keep his right and 11heritance, and there- 
$012, we declare our Land a married Land 

wnto 
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unto the Lord, and £352 and 
on given unto Chriſt; and therefore, there 
bei: 1G A ſtanding evidence and charter for lits 
heritance a4 p {{zJion, and a tanding mar- 
riaz2 contract, and the marr ave celatheni cons 
tim 17 hetwixt Im and our Lang, he will 
not per away his married Chirch ; no ſtorm 
ſhail rake hi: poſſedion from him, uor beavle 
co |: 2ep him a-vay from his ma REA Chinch, 
but in ſpice of ali impediments be [Fail teens 
a7. mite © Dcavens at thi. and be 
Jo-ful D Earth let all thiras toealt Ou 
into ſinging beioto him refovce araitly { 
the EL 02d, © our fonts, and let all that is 
within us bie's His holp name, tet the ro 
deemed vo th? Lod be joyful fin their Bivg, 
who hath marr'ced enr Land uwito Himſelf, 
and given wito 03 (therevy ) tincie:T 
eromvnd foraifirance of this, that he Wiil cer. 
tanly, and witaout all doute, cc u3 ar 


fan, 


S$5:we-co m2 tto another Routine from? 
eword:, Waich 1s, from tiie time whey ke 
4 thus comfort his Ile | AES7 75 A they 


ph 


Er k x el TITS. the [); 21Tt Ot (! KE Tl PONG . hence 
0M7er Y C, 
_ Ovl. *; 4 before the T,Md enters mig tc ple 


nta a þ1t farnaze of aflicton, be ujeth to fend 
7 comfort ab!: > word fer incouraging 12645 
bits in order t tron -9aring, and a bleſſed - 
O0Ht.. 


cho 


| 26) 
0:#t-:ite, We (ee it clear in the word*, ere 
they meet with the heat of ihe firnace; he 
telll<, he will ſee them again, and their hearts 

(bail rejoyce : : this 1s clear alfo from divers 
er Scriptures, before the Church go int9 
captivity, he tells chem, that at the end of 70 
vears they ſhould teturn again, ad before his 
honeſt Proplice met with perſecution, from 
enemie?, he told him, that he had male him 
2 iron pillar and braſen walls tgainlt them, Fer.2, 
18. therefore thwgh they wor: 1d febt 40.211 
him , et they ſþ. weld not prevaile againſt "The 
It was aiſo the prattice of the Ap-ſHes, to + 
comfort tie people of God, 1 Pet. 4, 2. Think | 
27 2 ſir enge concerning the fiery trial, which 15. 
on!; tary, Fut 10 dſtroy yore. Jam. chap. T7. 
My bre etbren, cormnt it all 7 i'Y, rhe you fall into 
divers tentations. viz. in luifering, for they 
would get no hurt thereby , and fear , none 
of theſe: things ſhall com upon thee, ſaith the 
Lord to his” people, Rev.-2. for th: Mh the 
Deviicait ſome of you 1 11to priſon ( ye © after- | 
wards 1t fhail be well with thee) be faithful 
therefore tothe death, and | ſhall give thee a 

row of lifes there is a ſad trial coming, 
7/2, 5, 10. but he ſenus a comforting word to: 
$18 people. Say ze r0 the rignte« ns, it hill be well 
Pu bim. Daniel 12. % fad ftorm, & 2, a time | 
of trouble, ſuch as they never faw 11ice a na- | 
ton, 22d yer tells them, at that none ſuch*ill 

Lime 


time deliverance ſhall come, and bleſſed ſhall 
, they be that (hall ſee tl e compleat delivery. 


Y Soyou fee the point clear, viz. The the Lord 


a. 


ne c mfort his people e re he enter them into 

2 hot furnace of affliction, or perſecuti'n for his 
:me, Many reaſons might be given, why the 
Lord does thus comfort his people ere they 


enter into a hot furnace for his ſake ; but we 


ſhall not touch them here, but (hail bring 

them in with ſome of the utes for the ſaving of 

time. | 
Uſe 1. T1.1+ lets ns ſee what the bleſſed and 

, tender diſpotition of Chriſts heart is , who, 


{ before heenter his people in the heat of a f:ir- 


nace, will give them ſomething to refreth, aud 
bear 1Þ their hearts while inc. 

Uſe 2. Secondly, it lets us ſee, that ic is 
the duty of Miniſters of the Goſpel ( even of 
all that beat his name cefore his people ) to 
' comfort them when they are tize to meet 
| with a ftormy trial for his ſake, they ſhould. 
imitate their Lord and his Apoſtles, who com- 
 forted the Church in a day of trial, in the hope 
of a gracious out-gate. Therefore let us ex 
hore [6 many of you as are here, whomthe . 
| E5rd calls to ſpeak from his word unto his 
people, not only Mimiſtere, who have this 
g:eac work lying on them, but alſo young 
| men, ( whonriſt be faithful 'in the litcie, 1f fo 


_ | remay callit ) labour £9 imitate your blefſec 


Maſter. 
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Maſter in this; ſee you a dark cloud coming 
npon the Chu chand people of God ? O then 
comfort them againtt the preſent dittreſs; tell 
them that they ſhall get ableflecd out-gate,and 
that there thall be a blefſed lobe aſter the pre. 
ſent darl;neſ-. And I ſhall give you a fer rea« 
ſons by way of motive, for incouraging you to 
comfort the people of God,to whom he ſends. 
you to {peat in his name. 

7. Vo tive, F it it, CoOmbort the PE:r PIC (O31 i Gold, 
for 1t 1s your duty, tpon any hazard wharſve- 
ver. Tz. 5 >. I. &:y je tothe riaht-eas, tt ſhall 
ve will with him, & | command yo! (peak. 
comfortably x them, thigh it th nd colt 
yo! uever (i. Vear; 2 1d N nay not tni- perſwale 
y 111 C1) 18, ieeing iT is his commnl 2? therefore 
ſer ab; «ic it. 

2 Mstive, You run a great hazard if you 
comfort them not, Ez 3. 17. Tho ſhalt bear 
the word at my mouli, a1 give them warning | 
from ms, when T ſy to the wicked thou 66h tie, 
(ay thou ſo: (and ſurely ſpeakins fieely 29 inſt: | 
the wicke.l, makes much for the {tr engehen 11ng < 
of the godiy ) [c may co{t you dear, your life 
may be 11 hazard tor (peaking freely againſt 
them, and to comfort the godly. But it you 
910 nor, their blogd will | YEP. jure at your 
hand. 

3 Mot, Comfort the people of God agarnii 


the i 2M, al you thall imitate your bielled | 
Mas 
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Maſter wl.o comforted his Diſciples when 
going away, with this, J will ſee you a: 
gain. 

4 Moe. If you do not comfort the people 
of God e*re they enter 11 the furnace, it will 
| bemore difficult co get comfort born in upon 
" them when their hearts are dow 2, 43d they in 
the heat and bitteraeſ: © their -liftion; their 
preſent ſorrow will i12E :et the 31 admit of 
comfort. Chrift knew By well, : » he faith, 
let theſe ſayings link d.wvn into mr hearts, 
ground your com arg well row, clin ye ww 
| be vet y INCap able of heart comfu;t, when 
\ ] am cake? from vou and jain, And in the 
Texc he comforted clienm, Lecauſe jze knevy 
they wouid avt hear of comfort in the titrnace? 
and may not thi> tht vou up to this dnty of 
comforting the Loi ds people now, ee they 
enter the furnace : that it will bea hard work 
to get them cumforted when in the hot fur- 
pace of afttiction. 

5 Mit, Comfort the people of God ere 


, they enter to the heat ofthe furnace; for ye 
know not if ye ſhall he near unto them when 
they ſhall have m-oit need of comfort from 


you : ifa perſecution for Chriſt did ſend away 
faithful Miniſters aud their people into one 
ſhip, when banithed, or to thruſt them into 
one priſon togzther, ye might ſuſpend your 
comfo;ting tncm cill you were feat into ba 


f 
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niſhment or priſon together: but the nature 
of a perſecution for Chriſt is, to ſmite the 
ſhepherd, and to ſcatter the flock : heis either 
thruſt inco priſon, or bawhed out of the 
Jand, or out of the world ; and the flock ts 
ſcattered, fo that he cannot have opportunity, 
to ſpeak comfortably unto them : and what 
trouble may he have in that caſe, it he hear of 
any thing falling wrong in them? if they faint 
I the furnace, his heart m:iſt challenge him 
for nut comforting and ſtrengthening them 
whe: he had opportunity.” And may not this 
encourage you to your duty? O thetefore, 
to your work while you have >pportunity, | 

6 Mot. O comfort the people of God, and 
ſtrengthen them for the ftoim, 4nd ye thall 
have great peace when: taxen from them. 
Chriſt had this to ſay, Fybn 17. that he bd gi- 
ven them by fathers word, And tons was Pauls 
geat encouragemeit, in his iaſt diſcouwſe at 
Miletus, Afts 20,26. that be has told them the |, 
whole counſel of God, and ſo was free from the |, 
blood of ll men. O how great. an encourages jj, 
ment is this, whea a godly Miniſter is thruſt |, 
from his charge, or isa dying, 1; he can ſay,nw 
T am put away from my work, but bleſſed be 
God, I never withheld a:y thing from them, 
night tend to their encouragement or edifi- 
cati-n, Thereis not one ſenteice jy my mind - 
that eyer] refuſed to ſpeak, nor 15 there: one þ 
CERT: þ 


| 
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'D | 
text of Scripture in my mind that the Lord 
bid me to preach from unto them, terlin;z to 
their inſtruction or encouragement, that ever 
| refuſed to preach from , upon the g-eateſt 
5 lhazard, and therefore I have no more ado 3 
Ja [for my work is ended with my opportunity 
TT |slamto have nv more hberty to labeur a= 
* mong them, ſo alſo I have no moie work to 
CT Ido, I laboured while Thad opp.» tunity, and 
n [onow my work and opportuiityare ended 
xt once : Ohow great peace may this give! 
13 nf may not this inconrage you to comfort 
©, tthe people of God &:e tiey enter the heat of 
J- jthe Furnace. 

id , - Abt. There ſhall noc a hair of your head 
all periſh for your jaithtiv nets ; they are all num- 
N. fred, and your time ti Gods hand, Rev. 1r. 
Þ hero wifes carrot be killed, nor pat 
PS From her ootk of They have finiſhed their 
at Weſtitiyns id Pri hecyed unto the end of 
2>916:zi2te 1 cazm of God: ye can 
the either oe [12.4 nr PRE tom Four worke as 
ge= Hong as .f ia 2th, CMIgN ail THe World ſhould 
uſt hope vu 3 £20ciore with all peace and 
a ety you 14V g') 40:30 Your work of com- 
be retina the (3 ly, a5 being it ki bleſſed hand 
0 pho coir ot ve ni: PROPIC though amongſt 
lifl- hhemidit Of alveiia:ies therefore encourage 
ind the pe >pie of God, for tits your ſure pre- 
on frvation white he has work for you 1s un- 
EXT. Ihubted. UVje 3, 
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(42) 
Uſe 3. Isit fo that the Lord Jeſus nſeth to 
ſeal a word of com t to his people ere he 
enter them into the turn2ce for his name, then 
they ſhould imbrace the iamme good word that 
is ſentunto them. thong': ir be far off : I ſay 
they ſhould mate wſe of te expetation af 
Fature com orts , tor their preſent diſtreſs, 
You {ee Chriſt 2ives bi, people a promile, the 
'{weccnels of which they we: e not to enjoy till 
after the ſt>rm, vet he wills them to draw it 
couracement f1 040 iv for bearing up their fain- 
ting and Jitcouraged carts; It was ailo David; 
practicn, P{al. 27. Thed fainted, wnleſs I b 
believed to ſee the goodnefs of the Lard, inthe land| 
of the {iving, it was but afar of look of com- 
fort my faich got, all that I coukl come at was 
the hope of ſeeing his g2odnels in the Jand 
the Living, once ere 1 (hold go off this 
World; yer though it was fat of, | wat glad 
to grip to it, I.lnft not pt 16 away , but 
laid hold on it. and {> inconraged my (elf 
by it, aoai;;|t Mmny preſent fainting of keart' 
Therefnre weiay nnto yuit that are here, y 
ſee this is vour duty to comfort your ſelves in| 
the expecaticm of future conſolation , yea it 
is for this ve:y end that Chrilts (ends it : Of 
therefore make it prafticall, when God ſends 
a word of cnfolation unto you ,, cloſe with 
it for your comfort; it is your dity fo to do 
eſpecially when it it is conveyed to you with 
danger 


th to[danger & and ani I ſha!lſay no more un- 
rehe;to yo!r, buc leave it on you, {or you will have 
thenjenough todo with all your © 1:fort (far off, 
that |ort:zear_)to you when ye mee*® =» ith the ſtorme, 
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:om-[Sun {biiieth after a dark Ecclipfe in the Firma- 


therefore let not a woid far to the ground 
when he ſends It for your com fart. I come to 
the Jaſt, n-te which is the Lleifed effeft ſhould 
fow unto them wupo.; his return, which is joy 
of heart, I will ſec you again, 2d your beart 
fhall rcjoyce, 
Obſ. That the time of our Lard Feſus return, 
ofter ſnell and f.orm; blaſts, is the mijt j1yſull and 
ancing dayes of 1s teople, This we find clear 
from many Scriptu:e: , when this glorious 
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ters of Zin are made to rejoyce, and no won» 
der for ſhe i:ath airy bruiſes, and he comes 
with healing wmier b:r Wings : And in the 
text, ye have now {urrow, but I will ſee you 
9921, and yourhe:-t, ſhall rejoyce. We hall 
give vou fome Scripture contiderations to 
leare the point a hele further, paſling by 
what we ſaid fo:merly as to their ſeeing him 
pac'ge:l when he returns; whereas his going 
away prognotticafes anger , and as to their be- 
ngireed of much miſery for his going away, 
&the moſt cronning miſery, Wo alto unto 


» do 


them when 1 depare from them, Ho. and fo 


vith|K may be turned over, yea, and all bleflings 
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unto them when I (44) unto them, which 
mult make them as joyful dayes » but further , 
the noint will beclear if ye-conlider. 

Conſ. 1, Conſider firſt her geting on her 
newappare!.Zion hath her mourning garments 
in mourning dayes when ſhe lyes in the duſt; 
O bur when che Lord returns again unto 
her, ſhe get 5n Garments of Gladneſs : ſhake } 
thy ſelf fr>m the duſt O Zion, and put on thy 
bewitiful Garmens O Jeruſalem, Iſa, 52.1,2.8 | 
herefore {eciag ſhe gets on brave Apparel, | 
m::ﬀ ſhe not be mae very old,” and ſo have 
not reaſon in tis 1eſpect to {Ay that the time, 
of Chritts return after ſuch blaits, is the joy- 
ons dayes of his people. | 

Conf. 2. Ofcentiines Zion gets the intima- 
tio of her pardon ere the come out of the | 
Furnace. Tr. 45.2. Td her that ber iniqui« | 
tres are pardunzd. And therefore in this reſpedt| 
the time of Chriſts returning mutt be the molt | 
joyous dayes to his peopie. | 

Y Conf. 3. Zions ſftouteſt enemies (wio ran- | 
"Ip ted her down in the dayes of her eAiiQtion)areh 
«. | 


multi gg. A” CT —— 


made co ſubmit themſelves to her, whenthe 
Lord ſees her again, Tſai. 60. 1.1. The Sons als 
fo of them that afflifed thee ſhall come bending wnto. | 
. thee, and all they that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow thems | 
ſelves down at the ſoles of thy fees, and ſh ul call | 
#hee, the City of the Lord, the Zion of the holy | 


oue of Tſra?}, Though they repreache. you 


| 
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her the day of your low condition, yet they ſhall _ 
be forced to acknowledge you to be my peo9- 
her jple, when they thall fee my go9dne(s to you 
nts |afmy ſeeing you again z mult not that be very 
uſt x [comfortable co the people of God, when they 
be thoſe who formerly in their affliction domi- 
ake |neered over them, treading on their necks, 
chy [coming and ſubmitting themſelves unto them, 
2.8 [and confelling them ( whom formerly they 
perſecuted ) to be the Lords people, and fo 
|there is ground in this reſpect co fay,that the 
ime of the Lords returning, after cold and 
"ſtormy blaſts, is the joyous and dancing days 
of his people. 
ma- | Conf. 4. Conſider 4. when the Lord re- 
the [turns for delivering his people, he both ſur- 
14is [prize them with unexpected deliverance, 
e& and alſo maketh much of his glory ap- 
wot [pear. 126 Pſal. Wren ibe I.ord E-o:eght back our 
captivity, we were like them ty dreom, we 
an= |were ſo amazed with (uch an unexpected de- 
aregliverance, that we were like folks ſpeaking in 
che |their ſleep for joy ; then was our mouth filled 
al- with laughter, and (o our daicing dayes be- 
mo. iga1,Pſal.1 02.16, Whei the Lo:d bujlds up Zi- 
zm- jon, he appears in ſis glory, be maketh the 
call bright rayes of his glory vaince upon his 
ly |Church, making it evident that he regards 
11n {the prayer of the deftitute, which formerly 
the he ſeemed co deſpiſe ( howbeit he did 
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6 
not ſo indeed ) and ch their hearts 
a dancing again. 

Contider 5. Zicn hath then her ſpringtime 
of flouriſhinz ; a:z4 heareth his mott ſweet 
voice, 3nd 15 11vited to communion with him, 
of whom the could not get a blink formerly, 
Cant. 2. 10. riſe my love, my fair one, and 
come away, fir the winter is paſt, wrath and an« 
geris now departed, the r.ain # over and gone; 
thy ſtormy dayes are by tiy hand ; and the 
flowers appear on the earth, and the time of the 
ſinging of birds is come, Heartleſs Zion muſt 
now have her Songs again, for the winter 1s 
over, the fig-tree puts forth her young figs, and 
the vines with their tender grapes oive a good 
ſmell; there: is abraveſpring time of all Zions' 
graces, and the ſweet ſmelling of her oint- 
ments, when the Lord ( of whom the had been 
deſerted ) ſees ber again: and io have we not | 
reaſon in all theſe reſpe&s to fiy, tt the time | 
of the Lords returning, is the j1yous and dancing | 
dayes of bus people. But while we aicipeakings 

| 
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of the joyous, dancing, and merry dayes the 
people of God have when he fees them again, 
we would give you alvertiſement, that the | 
point whereupon we are, is a large and noble | 
diſh of the glorious marriage tealt of the Go» 
ſpel, and therefore before we go any further | 
co make application hereof, we do, ini the name, | 
and by the authority of our dreadful Lord and 


_ 


/ 

arte ter Feſus Cyrift, excemmunicate and debarre 
om this bleſſed part of the Goſpel feaſt, firſt, all 
ſe that have ben aGive Tn carrying on our de- 
dons from G11, and his way, that they take 
$1#pon them to meddte with this joy the people of 
d ſhall have at his return, being ſtrangers to 
the ;azl bis people arc pat unto, in labouring to 
p their germents clean, Secondly, we do 
trommiunicate from this bleſſed part of the 
Gopel /e.i/f, all caſters off of the yoke of God inthe 
toly band of cur Covenant, Thirdly. all thoſe 
at bþ we not hccrt-ſympathy with Zion in this 
y of ber low condition + fourthly, We do ex- 
mmunicate and debarr from this part of the Guj= 
004 [t! Feaft all thoſe in whoſe heart 2 4 ot prejent to 

any thing to the Fightemngiof the aAlidtion of 
#ny of the people of God, 2n rel:11on i» bis new 
mtroverted but glortotts w rh in th, preſent di- 
ſs, whether by ſalſe accuſation of them, or #.'lſe 
pimeſs bearing againſt them ; ſurely ſuch ſhall 
qt taft of this bleſſed part of the marriage ſuffer 
d Goſpel feaſt. fifthiy, Ailthoſe vho are not 
ling to adventwe Their whole Eſtate, ] and, 
fe and Geir , 13 the fame broken Ship 
th-Zion, to die and live, tuk and fwim with 
ſe [" in all ber afliftions, and all ſuch as up- 

the preateit hazards, will not (as they are 
filled in their ſtations) do all way tend to her 
pltruQtion and incouragewent. And laſtly we 


1) Fcommunicate and debar from thisnoble diſh 
of 


; 
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( 48) : [. 
of the Goſpel feaſt, (viz. the joy the LordsF 
people have at his return) all ſuch as willingly 
(without remorſe or endeavour to amend)are 
wallowing in the ſame {ins wherein they did 
lie before the Lord began toſmite us; elpeci- f 
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Q you four hours profeſſers, who think ye} 
love Zion, and do approve the things that are 
beſt, yet are not leaving off your four hour. | 
companions; beit known to all of you whom| 
we have named, it is not for your ſakes that] 
our Lord Jeſus will (ee or vitit us again,| 
wherefore we ſay untoall of you, keep your| * 
hands fromofftheprecious bread, which is ap$' 
pointed for the mourning and heavy hearted 
Cns and daughters of Zion ; for on:y they 
ſhare with Zionin her contolations, wit: tie 
Lord fees her again ; who, fo loved her, and 
mourned for her, in her low condit1-2, and 
without the Wedding yarment of repentance 
for theſe evils, anda forſakeing of theta , to- 
gether with a heart and practical (-mpathy 
with Zion in this her diſtreſs, you {ha!! never 
taſt of this choice part of the Marriage {pper; 
and Goſpel feaſt , wherewith the faiiring and 
trembling diſcouraged hearts of the perpie 
God ſhall be cheared up and revived, whenh 
ſees us again; but we dehire not altogether t 
leave you here, and therefore we ſa! if ye wilt 
be ſo wiſe for yout {elves, as to joyn youl 
ſelves to Zion, and from a principle of heat 
honelt 
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honefty, take a ſhare of a (uffering lot withher, 
you ſhall be very welcome, and upon theſe 
terms we heartily invite you to come and far- 
take of theſe dainties ; otherwayes you cannot 
be admitted; for none can rejoyce with the 
people of God , but they who mourn with 
them,none can land with them upon the ſhore 


'| of conſolation with them ſave they who ſet 


their face to the ſtormy and tempeftuous 
waves,ſwimming thorough the deep flouds of 
perſecution and affliction with them : Bur 
upon the other hand we doin the bleſſed name, 


gand authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hear= 


tily. invite you to this blefſed Feaſt of JOY, 
who are the fainting and ſad hearted people of 
God; weare not fpeaking to you of the great 


| 


| conſolation wherewith your ſouls ſhall be fa» 
| tizfed, when our Lord ſees us again 3 draw 


near therefore O ye diſcouraged fons and 
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1 joy; Et O friencs, 


daughters of Zion, ear of tins jat, and drink 
of this {veer , for only to you doth this blel(- 
ſed feaſt belong, and unto you and you only 
is the word »f thi corſol.ztion ſent z O rejoyce 
in the hyvye of what dancing dave3 you thall 
have, waen Chriit tees us azain , which joy 
ſhall rhen wreath a neceilicy of 2/adneis of 
heart 1:53 you, asa Chal about your neck 3 
draw near therefore with al! humble bold- 


\ 


neſs, a1: chearf ] cmmmdence unto this feaſt of 


aria undmnt!y O beloved, 


1) feed 
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<0) 
feed largely,eat and drink for the tim: to come,and 
jurrney that z before you. 

'Now for further application,may not all we 
have faid make it appear that che people of 
God as to their ſtate area mc ſt bleſſed people? 
and may not all we have faid be ſuthcient fon |; 
engaging the hearts of you that are as yet 
ftrangers co the firſt daacings of a glorious 
work upon your hearts, to come and Joyn 
your ſejves to Zion, to take a Jifeand dezth { 
Wii the people of God , ſeeing thay: 
have that which mav bear them UP 111 the Fo 4 
eit afflictions, and mc«©ſt tempeſtuous 
wherein they may be tofled ? 

But (chat we may draw to a cloſe) w we 
would now ſpeak a word unto you the mo 
of God. as to your prefent duty from all we 
have ſaid, yeſee we have cleared this gyod 
oround © hope tiat our Lord will tee you 

=2ain, and that ye {hail have very JÞyfull and 

da: xcing dayes when that ſhall he,for yozr bearts 

ſhall rcjayce 3 © cheretore blegſe4 bearts, be 

comforted (inhim) i thehope aid ure ex- 
petation of thts prectc 118 day 3; letus inthe 

hope here-f rei-\lve cheartul:s © fet about 

thoſe duties ſuicahle ro us 14 order to his ſee- 

: 519 115 a74in, ler us recolve ty be faithful unto | 

| kim in has avſerc2; let us reivlve in the 

ſtrength of him to bide by his precious truths 


nd iarer eitz, let us keep our ſelves free from 
coucting 
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2d | touching the unclean thing, for this will haſten 
his ſeeing us again, let us do all things that 
ve | tend ©» the go09d of his cauſe, that the cauſe 
of | of our Lord Jeſus may win theday,though we 
e? | ſhould fall in the field of ſuffering; guard a- 
vn. |; gaini} all pollutions of his Ordinances ; keep 
& | cloſeby the covenant whereof ye need not be 
us | aſhamed, for it binds you to notice, but holj- 
| ne towards God, and Loyaity twins your 
{ Prince, and (01s the roitciear . © nally ad 
fare Oath of Alleziance under Rear; yea, 
I che Marriave co:mract between Gt +1 and 
WFLand, 6 yenced think no theme of any 
| thingin it, but way caſt up your face before 
e | all the World ,, owiing aid avyowing it before 
e | Heaven and Earth, Arigels and Mei 11a word 
e | let us ſer our face as tnnt agamit the {torm, re- 
d | folving upon the greateſt of haza*ls in the 
1 | Lords ftiength n.two yield toany thing not a= 
1 | greeable to che word of Gvd, when matters 
5 | arevivlently cartied 02 3cainft jefus Clint, 
e | his inte efts and people, itis the diity of all 
F the fajtiftil feed toljee their face a- $1 it again ft 
| thefform, and not toyieldin a firt to any 
t | toning preit up32 them coutrary f' i115 word, 
- | Now :. here 18 your work, te fairbfii unto 
4 him, bide by the truths of him, Who erdired 
the Croſs for you ; detile not your ielves with 
abominations preit upon you, 2. The {mpa- 
| thyaud fellow feeling or our great ligh Prieft, 
D 2 ; WHO 


is vhs Bb 4 I 


mitt132 che keeping of your ſows unto him, in Þ 
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whois touched with the feelings of all our tri- 


als, together with the piecious promiſes is }- 
your expeice and charges, whereupon you | 
are toſpend on your way. 3. Chriſts ſeeing | 
you again, together with the joyful and dance. } 
ing dayes ye ſhall then have, 1 your incourage- : | 


ment ; UL therefore up with your fainting and 

diſcouraged hearts, for nothing {hall t.eep him 

away from you! he will fee you again , and 
your heart ſhall] rejoyce ! fometimes he has 

even returned to theſe places where they had | 
formerly ſoughe to flay him 3 That (aid his | 
Niſciples) wilt thou go wp to Feruſalem, hnowelt - > 
th cu 702 that net long ago the Fewes ſought toftme | 
thee, F'b. 11. 9, Yethe went , and(o will he 
returnagaintous, he will give usa gracious 
viiit, and our hearts ſhall rejyce, but many 
others {hail look very blank at char day when 
he ſees us again ; but your bear ſhall revive Þ 
at that day : O the:tefore comfort your fall | 
ting heaits1n the nope of ir, that ye nay g9 
cheartuily through the nrefe:t diitieis, com» 


RIS 


the way of duty arid we'l doing, as into the 
hands of a fa'thiul Creator, who witl makea 
oVOrINU) aACCOMPYT OF all that is committed un- 
tohim., Now webave tld you that our Landis 
a mirriedlind, andihat therefore he will ſee w | 
again, an4 we call God to recerd upon our {0 dos * 

tþ it belaid a neceſſity of ſpeaking this uti "0 6 
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| and that under no leſs hazard then of being” re- 
| jected of him , never #0 be conntenanced in his 
| work again, but to be m 1de a weathere:! ſpedacle 
of his diſpleaſure, for diſobeatence, duſt we for. 
| bear to ſay theſe things unto you, aud we are ſure 
iti fromthe Lord unto you, And receiving his 
-Frender hearted Chriſtian friends trembling, 
| which he ſuppoling might be for fear of h13 
- | danger he ſpeaks Lee words, Isiat ayleth you, 
0 faithful friends in the Ld Feſns Chriſt ? and 
why does your faces [03 pale @ are je affraid of ihe 
| approaching ſftirm, O may not tis quiet your 
I bearts that he will carry you will threugh, will - 
Pee you again,and cauſe your hearts rejoyce, Why 
then are ye diſcontolate, are ye atfraid to loſe 
a friend for Chrift aid his cauſe ? O may not 
this ſatisfie your heaits a5 :0 this, thatit 15 00 
loft which Chriſt getrech, it falls ia a friends 
| had. Secondly, We ſay unto you that there - 
i5protection and ſecurity 1m our God, in the 
m-ſt tempeſtuous ad ſtormy day ; Tj. 26; 2. 
We hive aftrong City (wiat 1s the City there ? 
it's Gods ſalvation) j[vition will Gud appoint 
for walls and bulwarks, wacre ve may fee that 


TY aw "ww WW} TD YT YI oF ps ww pres KM” 2 as © 
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when the Lords people have no» outward pro. 
tetion, neither walls n>r burn ks, then the 
} Lords: Salvation is walls a1 buiwarks for: 
# theic-proteCtion and {helter, {5 that he ca. 
Agdtleec them as- within ftronz hotds, eve; 
—thcy ace ant the greatelt of Liares ; 
pet - 1} 3 AI: S 
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Lord .Jefus will ſee you agam :- we leay 
| you with the ſame ſoul comforting pronylf 
1 your bolome, .that howbeit now ya 
have ſorrow , becanſe your hour ts con 
yet he ſhall certaioly and without 
doubt ſee you again , and your heli 
thall rejoyce , and ſhall add no more 
:. but unt> him that is able to perfrali: 
- * your Hearts of this, That he will ſee 3 
gain; and. who can' 'manifeſt the ſau 
in your joyfull experience we deſire Þ 
$1ve Praiſe, The end of the firſt Sermon, "3g 
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